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The Returning Hero
An exhibition of video art by
Hengame Hosseini

This exhibition is a collaboration with Vattan Projects titled Common
Friday 21 April 2023, 4-8 pm.

24 April — 2 May 2023, 4-8 pm. 009821 Projects is closed on Saturdays.

No. 25, 18th Alley, North Kheradmand St., Karimkhan Zand Ave., Tehran-Iran. T: 009821 8883 1383
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Hengameh Hosseini
“The Returning Hero”
24 April - 2 May
2023
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"The Returning Hero" explores representations of themes and situations where the
Iranian lion symbolizes national identity and heroism, manifesting its meaning in
Iranian culture. It examines the role of this symbol in the reconstruction of past
experiences and in shaping contemporary political and social issues. The film is
narrated in two parts, revolving around three main subjects: the return of the
Iranian lion to its homeland after 80 years of extinction, a series of tanks called
"Iranian Lion" that were ordered from Britain in 1972 but were not delivered to Iran
after the Islamic Revolution, and the concept of "lion-heartedness," a metaphor
referring to heroism and bravery.

The first part reviews the historical experiences of Iranians in the past century and
their collective understanding of concepts such as patriotism, national pride, and
defending the motherland. The second part traces the hidden footprint of this symbol
in contemporary struggles surrounding the theme of "peace in the Middle East.”" In
this section, the lion symbol is presented as an idea inherently inclined to display
power and superiority, appearing in various provocative situations. The work includes
found and archived footage, songs, interviews, and daily news, attempting to unravel
the historical and conceptual complexity of this symbol by creating a network of
causes and clues.
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